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What are Invasive Species?

ü{ǇŜŎƛŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ Ŏŀƴ άǘŀƪŜ ƻǾŜǊέ 
an ecosystem

üNot all non-native species are 
invasive; not all invasive 
species are non-native

üSuccessful because:

¸ No natural predators, parasites, etc.

¸ Native species canôt hide, compete, or fight back

¸ Often aggressive, prolific, and mature early



How do they get here?

üShipping - ballast water

üIntentional introduction - stocking

üCanals - migration from the ocean

üNursery industry

üAnglers/Bait industry

üAquaculture

üAquarium trade
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How do they spread?

üBoaters

üAnglers

üOther water users (sea 
planes, SCUBA, etc) 

üWater garden & 
aquarium owners

üNatural dispersal
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Why do we care?

Biodiversity decreases

Sport fishing
Tourism dollars

Property values

Food web impacts

Boating

Swimming

Stunted fish populations

Commercial fishing


